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This report has been prepared in accordance with Montclair Code Section 347-

135B(1). 

 

347-135B(1):Nomination Proposals.  The party proposing for designation under 

this section shall prepare and submit to the Commission a nomination report for each 

proposed property, site or district.  For individual landmark designations, the report shall 

include one or more photographs, the tax lot and block number of the property as 

designated on the Official Tax Map of the township and a physical description and 

statement of significance and proposed utilization of the site. 
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I.  Executive Summary 
 

 The Township of Montclair Historic Preservation Commission was created by 

ordinance in June of 1994.  The Historic Preservation Commission is charged with 

accomplishing the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of especially noteworthy 

examples or elements of the township’s environment in order to: 

 

 • Safeguard the heritage of Montclair by preserving resources which reflect 

elements of its cultural, social, and architectural history 

 •  Encourage the continued use of historic and/or noteworthy buildings or 

structures 

 •  Foster civic pride in the history and architecture of the Township 

 •  Promote the economic welfare of the township through the preservation of 

historic sites and landscapes 

 •  Enhance the visual and aesthetic character, diversity continuity and interest in 

the township and its neighborhoods 

 •  Discourage the unnecessary demolition or other destruction of historic 

resources 

 •  Encourage beautification and private investment in the township 

 •  Promote the economic welfare of the township through the preservation of its 

historic sites and landscapes 

 

II.  History of the Site 
 

 
 

Built for Charles H. Huestis, a New York stockbroker, this ostentatious residence 

was described as a “…beautiful villa…” and, “…one of the attractive features of Upper 

Montclair” by Henry Whittemore in his book, The History of Montclair Township.  

Huestis decided to build in Montclair after he concluded that the climate had cured his 

case of malaria in 1886.  He subsequently purchased thirteen acres and, with his 

neighbors, opened up Lorraine Avenue, after which he erected this magnificent home in 

1888.  After being occupied by the Dutcher Family (1920’s-1930’s), it passed into the 

hands of the McMillians (1930’s), at which time a doctor’s office was incorporated into 

the eastern portion of the structure.     
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III.  Physical Description 
 

 
 

  The two and a half story house was built in 1888 in the Shingle style, and is 

currently located on a 35,300 square foot lot.  Three picturesque chimneys penetrate the 

roof surface.  Three dormers, two of which are crowned by modified hipped roofs, 

punctuate the south slope of the roof.  A cylindrical turret, capped by a conical roof, 

dominates the left end of the principal elevation.  Recessed balconies are present in the 

upper portion of the structure (central dormer and east elevation gable).  A piazza, the 

roof of which is carried by reduced columns, spans this elevation (the central enclosure 

shields a tripartite entrance which consists of windows flanked by round-arch doors).  

Tripartite windows, which are surrounded by elliptical-arch, leaded-glass transoms, flank 

the prominent entrance.  The cut-away corner at the right end is pierced by a round-

arched window.  The exterior is finished in wood shingles with a rubble stone foundation, 

and an asbestos shingle roof; although a thorough inspection of the building has not been 

undertaken the house appears to be in relatively good condition and has managed to 

retain a high level of its historic fabric. 

 

IV.  Statement of Significance 
 

 
 

 The C. H. Huestis House is the earliest and most distinguished example of 

Shingle style architecture in the Township of Montclair.  The massing and simplification 

of design along with the absence of ornate detail establish the mode of the building.  The 

undulating east wall, recessed upper floor porch, and shingle covered brackets below the 

pedimented window hood on the south roof are typical of this organic style.  Only the 
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conical roof of the corner turret and the massive stone base are reminiscent of the earlier 

Queen Anne mode.   
 

V.  Proposed Utilization 
 

 
 

 The C. H. Huestis House was built for use as a single family residence, and is 

currently located in the R-1 One Family Zone.  The proposed utilization of the house as a 

single family residence would allow for the site to retain its historic character.     
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